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substance " which, is common to spirit and to body renders everything comprehensible.
Lotze even holds the immediate action of the soul upon a foreign body to be possible. On the other hand, he keeps before him the idea of really strict laws of psycho-physical influence.
Thus, in spite of rejecting the actual, biological Vitalism, Lotze came so extraordinarily near to it in his soul-theory that his rejection of it is a cause of perpetual astonishment. A closer analysis of what he actually conceives the soul to be capable of, makes the matter still clearer.
Images, feelings, desires, he says, are only modes of appearance assumed by inner states of the soul-substance for our own observations. As such they have not the smallest power to move reality. On the other hand, those inner, unconscious states of the soul as substance, which are totally removed from experience and never come within our view, can, in conjunction with the states of that other reality, the body, affect a given mass and initiate an absolutely new movement.
Lotze, in fact, is a metaphysician, as is shown by his conception of a real substance. Furthermore, he admits an unconscious and yet purposive element as an active factor in nature conceived as real: and he even interprets the instincts in an expressly non-mechanical manner.1
Why then does he reject Vitalism ? Is his view really anything but Vitalism in a special sphere, i.e. in the case of active man, who after all is also a living being ? Is there the slightest distinction
1 Cf. the article on " Instinct " already referred to.